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Introduction

This Local Heritage List is a register of local heritage assets which contribute significantly to
Barnet’s character and historic identity. It was approved by the Council’s Policy and Resources
Committee on the 6th January 2020. It supplements the Statutory List of Buildings of Special
Architectural or Historic Interest, which is comprised of buildings of national importance. The
two lists therefore provide a comprehensive record of the Borough’s historic buildings and other
structures.

Buildings included on the Statutory List benefit from a statutory protection beyond that of
normal planning control. Buildings included on the Local Heritage List do not. However, in
exercising planning control, it is the Local Planning Authority’s intention to preserve and
enhance these historic assets wherever possible.

Heritage assets included on the Local Heritage List have been nominated by a variety of
sources, including Historic England, Council Officers, Barnet Councillors, local history and
amenity societies, residents’ associations and private individuals. A selection panel reviewed
the nominations against approved criteria, set out below.

For inclusion on the List, heritage assets must be of architectural or historic interest, or both.

Architectural Interest - Heritage assets which are locally important for the interest of their
architectural design, decoration, materials or craftsmanship. These include locally important
examples of particular asset types which demonstrate good design qualities, including form,
proportions, attention to detail, innovation and articulation. The building or structure should be
a well-executed example of a particular architectural style and contribute to local character.

Historical Interest - Heritage assets which illustrate important aspects of Barnet’s social,
economic, cultural, industrial, religious or military history. These include buildings and other
structures which have a close historical association with locally important people, families or
events. These assets may be representative of a particular phase of Barnet’s history,
including those with communal, spiritual, cultural or artistic importance.

General Principles of Selection:

- Age and rarity: The older an asset is and the fewer surviving examples of its type, the
more likely it is to have local interest. Some selectivity will be required to include only the
best examples from the Victorian and Edwardian periods. Assets dating from post 1910 will
require even greater selectivity. Only high-quality examples from the inter-war and post-
war period will be selected. Assets less than 30 years old will not be considered eligible for
inclusion.

- Aesthetic merits: The appearance of an asset is an important consideration in the
selection process. This includes assets which reflect local traditions of design,
craftsmanship and materials. The asset may be highly decorative, or of plain form and
detailing, but should have aesthetic appeal. Selection may consider the wider contribution
of the building, structure or group to the local townscape.
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» Landmark qualities: Assets which, due to their scale or siting, stand out positively in their
surroundings. They create visual interest and contribute to the local townscape due to
their scale and location. Their position might be on a corner plot where they act as a focal
point in the streetscene or on a site where they can be seen in longer views.

- Intactness (state of originality): A building’s architectural and historic interest may have
been devalued via cumulative intervention and inappropriate repairs. The more intact and
‘complete’ a building is the greater likelihood it is to be considered for local listing.

< Group value: Certain buildings or structures are part of a larger group of similarly
designed buildings or structures, which together create a distinctive local environment.
Examples include houses in a terrace, different buildings in an estate designed by the
same architect which share common design features, a range of buildings in a similar
architectural style, and buildings which use the same palette of locally distinctive materials.

» Social and communal value: Buildings or sites which have associations with local social
or economic activities, events, traditions, practices or wider history. They are often
perceived as a source of local identity, distinctiveness, social interaction or coherence.
Such properties may be based on intangible aspects of heritage such as the ‘collective
memory’ of a place. Examples include civic buildings, which are reflective of local pride and
distinctiveness.

We update the Local Heritage List every year. The review process starts each April, with an
initial assessment of all nominations. If it is considered that a nominated building or structure
meets the local listing criteria, formal consultation will be undertaken with the owner/occupier. If
you wish to make a nomination, please forward photographic images, a description and any
historical information to LocalListNominations@barnet.gov.uk

It is hoped that the Local Heritage List will afford a better appreciation of the quality and
importance of Barnet’s local heritage assets and stimulate a greater interest in the Borough’s
historic environment.

Heritage Team
Strategic Planning

2 Bristol Avenue
Colindale NW9 4EW
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